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49. 




A computer system comprising: 

a plurality of hand-held objects, an object of said plurality of hand-held objects 
havin^a unique visual aspect; 

a substantially horizontal surface including at least a section capable of supporting 
said plurality\pf hand-held objects, said section having no predefined positions for 
supporting said plurality of hand-held objects; 

a detecting e^ment proximate to at least said section of said surface; 
a first processor\linked to^said sensing element; 
a personal computW including: 

a loading device for loading executable code into said personal computer 
from an outside source\ 

a storage device for storing the executable code, 
a second processoAfor processing at least the executable code, and 
an output device for presenting a user interface; 
a component within said hand-I\eld object capable of affecting an electrical change 
in a portion of said detecting element; 

at least one of said first and second Processors being capable of identifying at least 
one of: (a) said visual aspect of said hand-held object based on said electrical change, and 
(b) a position of said hand-held object on said surface based on a position of said portion 
of said detecting element. 



50. (Once Amended) A computer system [for interacting with a computer] as recited in 
claim 49, wherein said detecting element comprises a wire grid. 
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lem[fM acting with a computer} as recitedin 
claim 49, wherein said detecting 
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y 52> 




A computet system comprising: ^ ^ ^ objects 

ha^gauniaoevisualaspectandacomp 

, ^indudingatieas.asec.oncapab.eofsnppor.ing 
V**^ „ Vina no predefined positions tot 

portion of saiooe K c,inWn, b e.ngcapa b .eo 

component; \ ^ ^ processor being cap* of 

d e,ec.e<lcharactenst,c,and(b)aP ^ 

onapositiono^ain^i^^ — " 

I^^^^a^^ 
5 3. (New) A computersystem 

comprises an alphanumeric chW 

\ f ciaim 49 whetein^idunioue visual aspect 

. ~\c recited m claim h?, 
54 . (Hew) A computer system^reat 

comprises a picture. 
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55. (New) A computer system as recited in claim 49, wherein said unique visual aspect 
comprises a symbol. 

56. (New) A compute^ system as recited in claim 49, wherein said unique visual aspect 
comprises a color. 



57. (New) A computer system asN^ecited in claim 49, wherein said^ dctcctor is capable of 



detecting a position of said hand-held object by triangulation. 



lift 




— of communicating with a personal 



uter system as recited in claim 49, wherein the computer system is capable 
ter via a communication link. 



(New) A computer system as recited in claim 58, wherein said communication link is 
a wireless communicationXink. 



60. (New) A computer system as recited in claim 52, wherein said detecting element 
comprises a wire grid. 

61. (New) A computer system as Recited in claim 52, wherein said detecting element 
comprises a plurality of electrically conductivte wires. 

62. (New) A computer system as recited in\;laim 52, wherein said unique visual aspect 
comprises an alphanumeric character. 
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63. (New) ^computer system as recited in claim 52, wherein said unique visual aspect 
comprises a picture. 
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64. (New) A computer system as recited in claim 52, wherein said unique visual aspect 
comprises a symbol. 

65. (New) A computer system recited in claim 52, wherein said unique visual aspect 
comprises a color. 

66. (New) A computer system as recited\p claim 52, wherein said processor comprises a 
central processing unit of a personal computer. 



A computer system as recited in claim 52, wherein the computer system is capable 




> 




of communicating with a personal computSrsck a communication link. 



68. (New) A computerWstem as recited in claim 67, wherein said communication link is 
a wireless communication link. 



69. (New) A computer system \s recited in claim 52, wherein said detector ^ s capable of 

A 

detecting a position of said hand-held object by triangulation. 
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